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Editorial    
This edition focuses on the 100th anniversary of the Armistice and features your personal stories and 

historical references. 

 

It is a pleasure to receive lots of input from our readers, after all this newsletter is all about YOU and 

your interests. In these days of multiple technologies there are a number of different systems in use 

especially within different cell phones and tablets. It is extremely difficult to open, access and edit 

text messages sent from different service providers and systems such as iPads, iPhones and Android 

phones. Could you please save any submissions, prior to sending to the Editor, as word documents 

or in rich text formats and all images as jpegs? This makes it much easier to modify submissions 

to make them suitably clear for printing. If you are not sure how to do this, or if you are not sure your 

article is readable, please contact Wendy or Emma for help. 
 

ANNA BURNS 

Holford now has the honour of two distinguished writers having lived in the village for a short time.  

You will know that Wordsworth lived at Alfoxton but you may not know that Anna Burns who has 

won the 2018 Man Booker Prize for her third novel, Milkman, lived in Quarry House for a while about 

12 years ago.  At the time she was here Anna had been nominated for the Orange Prize for her first 

novel, No Bones.  Her second book, Little Constructions, was published in 2007. 

 

She was born in Belfast and brought up in the 1970s during the time of The Troubles and all three of 

her books draw on this experience, although Milkman does not actually name the City.  Many 

reviews say that it is a difficult read, perhaps not least because of the style in which it is written and 

the fact that none of the characters are given names but it is, no doubt, worth the effort and more 

than one person has said that it is best read aloud. The prize-giving judging panel were unanimous 

in their praise of the book. 

 

Anna is a really dedicated writer and has had her struggles, not least with her computer I seem to 

remember.  She, rather tellingly, has said that the £50,000 prize will help pay her debts.  Her 

friends are delighted that her single-mindedness has paid off.       

Jenny Swash 

Xmas Post 

Dare I mention the ‘C’ word yet!  As usual we will be putting the postbox in the church on Monday 

10th December until 16th December for delivery between 17th and 19th December. There will also 

be a box in Lady Charles House during the same period. We do not ask for any monies for this 

service but a donation would be appreciated as all funds go towards the Dorset and Somerset Air 

Ambulance. This service is just for the village of Holford and please could you put the name and 

address on the envelopes as this makes our job so much easier in delivering your cards   

Many thanks   Liz Guttridge 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
This edition of Holford News and Views has been kindly sponsored by 

The children of Christina Taylor – Carol, Paul and Ian.  
 

A full colour version is available on the Holford Village website 

wwwHolfordVillage.com – Thank you to David Talling 



Holford History Society 

Reports :    Stewart Tavner, Chairman. 

 
Members £2 and non-members £3.   Free refreshments.  

Membership is excellent value at £5 (great members 

Christmas supper and Summer Garden Party!).  Please 

contact Membership Secretary, Penny Aldridge, for more 

information. 
 

 

September  26th The meeting was held at Kilve as Holford Hall is being rebuilt. The guest 

speaker was Ian Enters who delivered a fascinating talk on the history of poetry in West Somerset. 

He started with St Decumen coming to Somerset from South Wales and continued through the 

Norman Conquest to The Romantic Poets and ended by reading some of his own excellent poetry. 

There were sad stories about suicides who were buried in the triangle above Nether Stowey with a 

stake through the heart and uplifting tales of the radical innovations which began in our part of 

Somerset!   

On 28th November we have a presentation on the history of Yeovilton Airbase. The 12th December 

is the date for the Xmas Meal.  Please come along and support the HHS. Everyone is welcome!   

 

October 31st The Chairman welcomed everyone to the gathering in Kilve Village Hall. It 

was a good turn out with 24 people turning up. The Chairman said that meetings would 

be suspended in 2019 until the hall in Holford is finished. Before then there would be the 

next meeting on the 28th November when we will listen to a talk on Yeovilton Air Base. 

After that on December 12th there will be the Christmas Meal at the Hood Arms. 

Brian Wright then delivered an excellent lecture on Witches. We discussed what a witch 

really was and then what witches did in times past. We looked at witchcraft in the West 

Country and how people responded to it. There were some excellent illustrations. I liked 

the one of the mummified cat found walled up in a Somerset cottage, arranged in a 

crouch so it could spring on and catch intruding hob goblins. There was also a fascinating 

display of wands in one picture. Flying ointment apparently was a hallucinogenic which 

made you think you were flying! Many thanks to Brian and all those who support our 

little society. 
 
 

Holford Church News 
Carol singing in the Church on 

Saturday 22nd December will be at 
the earlier time of 4pm. There will 

be refreshments at half time as 
usual and if you have any requests 
please let  Jenny know. Please 

come along and fill the Church and 
bring any friends you wish. 

The Crib service is in the Church on 
24th December at 3pm and we hope 
lots of you will come with children 

and grandchildren. 
 

On Christmas Day Communion service will be at 9.30am.  
Our Epiphany service will be on Sunday 6th January at 6.30pm and will take the 
form of Evensong. Sue.   
 
 



Reports  
September saw the Group at Kilve Village Hall for the first time and it was 
good to see that members will go to the outer reaches of West Somerset! 
Tony Davies gave us a jaunt through his life by telling us about the 26 
gardens he had tended during his life and career in the RAF during which 
time he piloted Vulcan bombers. His gardening started with a window box in 
South Kensington followed by herb baskets and annuals at the various RAF 
staff houses in the UK. Interestingly Tony was posted to Goose Bay in 
Labrador (-25 degrees so gardens limited to birch trees and snow 
sculptures), and then Cyprus and Saudi Arabia with extreme heat and 

dryness. The more temperate climate in Holland gave him a love of bulbs.  
 
Stephanie Hafferty gave members a real treat in October with ‘How to Grow a Bar Garden’ which did 
have us wondering! She is very passionate about growing and using edibles and is the Kitchen 
Gardener at Hauser & Worth at Bruton. Many of you will be pleased to note that Stephanie practices 
no-dig gardening, spreading layers of compost on the soil and planting into directly. Members were 
given various recipes for tea infusions using scented pelargoniums, lemon verbena and marigold 
petals. Stephanie spoke about wines from parsnip, pea-pod and mangle-worzle – a very strong brew! 
Soothing skin balms can be created by steeping elderflower or marigold flowers in good quality 
vegetable oil. 

 
But I believe everyone, with the festive season coming up, was more interested in alcoholic infusions! 
Depending on one’s preference vodka, gin, rum, brandy or whisky can have all manner of fruit and 
vegetables added along with sugar. These need to be put in a glass container and shaken regularly for 
at least a month to allow the sugar to dissolve and the flavours to develop. So you have time to 
develop your own for Christmas! 
 

  
 

 

HOLFORD GARDENERS GROUP 
All meetings now at Kilve Village Hall 

(Please car share if possible) 

 

CHRISTMAS SOCIAL EVENING 

TUESDAY 18th DECEMBER  

7.45pm 

 
Everyone is welcome to join us in 

celebrating the festive season. 
Buffet and soft drinks (BYOB) 

plus quizzes. 
www.holfordgardenersgroup.co.uk 

or tel 741130 

 

  

HOLFORD GARDENERS GROUP 
All meetings now at Kilve Village Hall 

(Please car share if possible) 

    

TUESDAY 15th JANUARY  

7.45pm 

 

‘Moths’ 

Holford’s very own Pam Campbell 
 

Members £1, non-members £3.50 

 
www.holfordgardenersgroup.co.uk 

or tel 741130 

 

 

http://www.holfordgardenersgroup.co.uk/
http://www.holfordgardenersgroup.co.uk/


 

  
 

Handel : Messiah 
Saturday 1st December 2018 

 at 7.30 pm 

 

St Mary's Church, Bridgwater 

 
 

Conductor ~ Iain Cooper 

Orchestra led by Brigid Kirkland-
Wilson 

 
Soprano ~ Nicola Wydenbach 

Alto ~ Fiona McKay 

Tenor ~ Guy Withers 

Bass ~ Jevan McAuley 

 
Tickets £12 unreserved (Friends 

£10) 
 available on line via website or on 

the door 

 
www.bridgwaterchoral.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tai Chi Ever fancied trying something new? Come along and join our friendly Tai Chi 

class on Monday mornings at Kilve Village Hall, from 11 am until 12 pm. The first class is 

a free taster too. Contact Bev on 07880 555984 or email bev.taichi1@btinternet.com  for 

more information. 

Children’s Christmas Party – Dec 22nd at Kilve Village Hall 4pm – 6pm 

Tickets £7 from Debbie Salvidge or Emma Sands 

Holford beekeepers to the fore 
at Somerset Beekeeper's event 
At the Somerset Beekeepers’ 

Association Exmoor Honey 

Show, held in Dunster in early 

October, Vanessa McDonnell 

was awarded the silver cup and 

‘blue ribbon’ for ‘best in 

show’.  She picked up several 

first and second prizes for her 

entries of beeswax, honey and 

honey-related items.  Elaine 

Falkingham also performed 

well, with several second, third 

and ‘highly commended’ 

awards. 

 

 

 

http://www.bridgwaterchoral.org/
mailto:bev.taichi1@btinternet.com


 
 
 

  
 

 

NEWS FROM YOUR VILLAGE HALL  

 

Thank goodness the refurbishment has started at last!    

The process to get to this stage was quite a rollercoaster for all involved. 

When your ‘Fit for the Future’ hall opens in Spring 2019, we hope that we will be able to 

welcome back popular bookings that have given us so much pleasure over the years:  

Coffee Mornings, Art Group, Craft Group, IT workshop, Karate, Garden Group, History 

Society, Table Tennis Club, Mature Movers and Coffee and Play.  

 

However, perhaps now is the time to think of more activities that you would like to take 

place in the hall?  Don’t forget we will have an additional meeting room for small interest 

groups e.g. University of the Third Age.   The possibilities and opportunities are endless! 

 

Please let us know if YOU have any suggestion, so that the committee can start looking now 

for instructors/organisers for new classes and events. 

We have a small but talented team on the committee who can give help with posters and 

advertising   We can find caterers.  We can ambience the hall for you. 

 

Please get in touch with your suggestions for activities in the hall.  

Mo Young  -  holfordhallmarketing@gmail.com 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Data Protection 

Thanks to those of you who replied so promptly to our email regarding Data Protection. 

Much appreciated.  IF YOU WISH TO BE INCLUDED IN OUR MAILING LIST IN FUTURE 

PLEASE EMAIL holfordhallmarketing@gmail.com  

You will receive:  

A monthly newsletter (no more than one a month!) 

Early bird rates for some events 

An invitation to opening events for the hall 

                   *We will not share your email with third parties* 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Easyfundraising  

Easyfundraising has now raised £422 for the hall.  PLEASE use easyfundraising this 

Christmas when ordering on line, whether a trip to New York with British Airways or a hot 

water bottle from Boots!  Easyfundraising is completely confidential.  No one will know it 

was you who ordered the furry pink hot water bottle!  Easyfundraising have donated over 

£18 million so far to 100,000 good causes. 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk     

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Riviera Holidays 

If you are planning your holidays, please think about using Riviera.  Highly recommended.  

Riviera will give a donation of 10% of the price of your holiday to the hall.  Please request 

this when you book.  Again, this is confidential. 

www.rivieratravel.co.uk  

mailto:holfordhallmarketing@gmail.com
mailto:holfordhallmarketing@gmail.com
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
http://www.rivieratravel.co.uk/


Women in the War 
 

 

 

3 million men were away fighting in the First World War, 

meaning that Britain was struggling for labour. Many women 

volunteered on the home front as nurses, teachers, and 

workers in traditionally male jobs including factory work. For 

many it was the first time they had been employed in any 

capacity and their first paid work.  

 

This memorial to the women of the Second World War stands 

on Whitehall. There are 17 individual sets of clothing and 

uniforms around the sides, symbolising the hundreds of 

different jobs women undertook.                         

 

Munitions 

By June 1917 80% of weaponry and ammunitions used by the British army were being made by 

women. They worked with dangerous chemicals that caused severe harm to the immune system 

and in some cases resulting in death. TNT can even affect women's fertility. Over 200 were killed 

and 400 injured in explosions at the factories. 

 

The Womens’ Land Army 

 

The Board of Agriculture organised the Land Army during 

the Great War, starting activities in 1915. Towards the 

end of 1917 there were over 250,000 women working as 

farm labourers, with 23,000 in the Land Army itself, doing 

chores such as milking cows and picking fruit.  

 

 

 

Nursing An estimated 1500 nurses died in the  First World War. Some from disease and accidents 

and others from enemy action. 

 

Animals in the War 

A vast number of animals died in the war. Sixteen million animals “served” in WW1, 8 million of 

these were horses, mules, bullocks, camels and donkeys who were used to transport food, water, 

ammunition, and medical supplies to the front as well as pulling ambulances. The RSPCA 

estimates that nearly half a million of these died in British service between 1914 and 1918. Half a 

million cats lived in the trenches, killing rats and mice, canaries were used to detect poisonous 

gases and dogs and pigeons carried messages. Many were killed suffering dreadful wounds, others 

from starvation, thirst, exhaustion, disease and exposure. 

 

Pigeons in the war 

More than 100,000 messenger pigeons were used as message carriers in the First World War and 

had a 95% success rate. The Dicken Medal, created in 1943 to honour animals in conflict, was 

awarded to 32 pigeons. One heroic bird was sent from the battle of Passchendaele in October 

1917 to HQ, carrying an urgent signal. The bird was hit by a bullet in flight but completed its 

mission. The bird died the next day, one of thousands to perish in the War. The vital role of 

pigeons in the war was celebrated by a New York artist, Duke Riley, who used to live in a pigeon 

loft, by a “Fly By Night”, featuring 2000 homing pigeons. Each bird carried a tiny LED light as they 

soared over the Manhattan skyline. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Agriculture,_Fisheries_and_Food_(United_Kingdom)


“UNCLE BERT” 

 

Bert was my Great Uncle who first came to my notice when I was 4 or 5 years 

old, mainly because he had a “funny voice”, and he became a great favourite 

Uncle until his death in 1965. 

 

Bert was well over six feet tall; he always said “six and a half feet” I think it was 

more; anyway he towered over most people in Holford at the time. He was a 

gentleman in both senses of the word, kind, considerate, unfailingly polite and 

with an “impish” sense of humour. As children my sister and I found him fun, with 

a wealth of funny stories and anecdotes; a trip to Watchet with him was always a 

great treat, we went to the London Inn had cheese sandwiches and lemonade 

(and my first pickled egg) he always had a pint of “rough cider” and told us, and 

the rest of the Inn, tales of sailing ships, smuggling and conger eel fishing. 

 

When I was eleven or twelve and had a developing interest in matters military 

Bert started to tell me of his experiences during the Great War which became a 

fascination. Most of my summers were spent in Holford as most of my family lived 

either in or around the area and I had been Christened in Holford Church in 1946. 

As I headed in to my teens I spent hours with Bert walking the Quantocks, 

looking for Adders and their nests (Bert had a fascination for these snakes and 

had an incredible self-taught knowledge of their behaviour). These walks 

sometimes lasting all day were also the times when I really came to understand 

just what a soldier’s life in the Great War was like. 

 

Bert had done well at school and his father, my Great Granddad, arranged for him 

to become an Engineering Apprentice at the Great Western Railway Works in 

Swindon in 1906 under the great George Churchward, Chief Superintendent and 

Designer.  Bert enjoyed six years as an Apprentice qualifying as a Designer in 

1912. He quickly developed a reputation for “thinking of the drivers and firemen” 

in his cab designs for these early steam engines and he frequently went “on trips” 

on the footplates to better understand the needs of the crews in driving what 

were, then, complex devices. 

 

The Great War found Bert in a “Reserved Occupation” at Swindon which quickly 

changed from building steam engines to making Mortars and Howitzers for the 

Army.  The Army Board of the time put out a call for “Engineers” to join the Royal 

Artillery as Officers, as the growing complexity of weapons was creating repair 

and maintenance issues. GWR at Swindon, now making guns, offered a number 

of young Engineers like Bert the opportunity to “fight for King and Country” with a 

guarantee that when it was “all over” they could return to their jobs at Swindon. 

 

Bert volunteered and joined the Royal Military Academy at Woolwich as an Officer 

Cadet on a special short course in October 1914. Bert did not like the Army! He 

told me that “people kept shouting at me and saying things like “look lively and 

jump to it and you are a horrible man, Sir” so he decided to leave! 

 

Unfortunately the nature of his terms of service meant that he could not leave the 

Army so he was sent as an Artilleryman to the Front. The British Army was just 

receiving a new weapon called a Stokes Mortar Army which was a device 

designed to throw a small bomb into the German Trenches. Unfortunately British 

Soldiers were becoming injured through the in correct charging of the Stokes 

Mortar which relied upon the operator calculating the amount of cordite needed to 

hurl the bomb the prescribed distance. 

 

Bert became an “expert” and was rapidly promoted to Battery Sergeant Major to 

train infantryman in the use of the mortar. Bert told me that many of the soldiers 

who had to use the mortar could not read or write and could not, therefore, do 

the necessary calculations and often ended up having the bomb fall back on 



them. Bert’s comments on the Training Standards of the then British Army are 

unrepeatable! 

 

At the end of September 1915 Bert was in the first British offensive of the Great 

War at The Battle of Loos where the British used gas for the first time, at the 

same battle the Germans also used gas on the changing wind direction. Bert was 

gassed in this offensive; he was never sure whether or not it was British or 

German gas “that got him” it affected his lungs and his voice, hence as a small 

child my commenting on his “funny voice”. He in fact lost his voice for about 3 

months and was repatriated home. On his recovery the Army sent him to the 

then Temporary Royal Horse and Royal Artillery Training Camp at Larkhill on 

Salisbury Plain as an Instructor on Heavy Mortars. Then in early 1917 he was sent 

to the Western Front near Arras to be an Instructor on the use of 9.5 Inch Heavy 

Mortar (Flying Pigs!) he ended up commanding a Mortar Battery at the Battle of 

Arras after which he came home. 

 

Bert returned to GWR Swindon in 1918 as a Designer but after a few months he 

left and returned to Holford totally devastated by his experience of war and 

mentally unable to do the job which he loved and trained to do for so long. 

 

After a few months of misery Lord St Audries asked him if he would like to be the 

Fairfield Estate Mechanic (they had steam ploughing engines and mechanical 

farming was developing rapidly) he agreed and stayed with Fairfield until 

retirement. 

 

He never married and lived with my Great Grandfather at the Orchard in Holford 

and on my Great Grandfathers death in 1939 he was passed round the homes of 

my three great Aunts in Holford and became a “Holford Character”. My Great 

Aunt Edith was in charge of his pension, as he was quite fond of cider. When 

short of pipe tobacco he would make a “special mix” of beech leaves, a special 

moss from the Quantocks and chopped sweet apples! The resultant garden fire 

could be smelt in Kilve.  I have fond memories of a man who was clever, gentle 

and kind though badly damaged by war, also of some interesting expressions that 

are unrepeatable here.. 

 

I was very sad to find that immediately upon his death my Great Aunt Edith 

destroyed most of his Great War memorabilia, Pay books, rank confirmations, 

skill certificates, Warrant Officer Class 2 Rank Badges and his brass Royal Artillery 

sighting instruments. My Aunt did this because her fiancée was killed on the 

Somme and she could not bear to have anything to do with war in the house. I 

do, however have his BSMs Parade Stick and his “shirt sleeve order” BSM rank 

badge. 

 

Peter Grandfield 

 
 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them. 
 

 



The Nations Thank You public procession – Armistice Day  

The First World War was a turning point in world history. Over 16 

million people from across the globe died in the conflict and it had 

an impact on the lives of many, many more. On 11th  November 

2018, 10,000 members of the public had the opportunity to form 

a procession past the Cenotaph in central London, to pay tribute 

to those that served during the First World War.  

This unique commemoration on the 100th anniversary of the signing of the Armistice, 

recognised the significance of the end of the First World War, and the sacrifice made by 

so many men and women. Places on the march past were selected by ballot and I was 

fortunate to be given the opportunity to take part. We were asked to arrive at Green 

Park Underground station to keep us separate from the Royal British Legion veterans’ 

parade which was to assemble close to Whitehall so we found ourselves being 

marshalled, by volunteers, across Green Park to assemble in groups along the length of 

the Mall. It was a strange experience to stand in the middle of the Mall and look back 

towards the Victoria Memorial with Buckingham Palace in the background. As the 

morning wore on the crowd became bigger and bigger. The organisation was amazing 

but we were told they had plenty of experience in organising a huge crowd as they have 

to do this each year for the London Marathon. We all had to show our e-tickets and ID 

and were then fitted with a wrist band showing the group we were randomly assigned to 

join, depending on where we picked up our wrist band. We were also given a 

commemorative enamel badge to keep. There were all sorts of people gathering at the 

procession. Everyone from young Scouts to aged veterans and every age in between.  

Many wore their medals or medals of their antecedents and also carried wreaths to lay at 

the Cenotaph. Food and drinks were provided and although there were not many seats it 

was possible to sit for a short while. There were giant screens all along the Mall so that, 

although we could not see the ceremony, it was broadcast to the crowds as we queued 

for our turn to walk after the veterans parade.  

There was a very long wait. We arrived at 9am and as things ran late we did not begin 

our procession until after 1.30pm which was a long time to stand, especially for the older 

people but we all were aware that far worse things had happened to those we were no 

longer with us and we had no reason to complain. The ceremony itself, and the run up, 

were very moving and sad and many had tears in their eyes. It was especially moving to 

see the veterans march past the Cenotaph, saluting and some still showed signs of their 

injuries and there were men and women in wheelchairs. There were old soldiers from 

many conflicts that have happened in the intervening years, a sad reminder of the 

effects of war on those who serve. After the service ended several military bands 

marched alongside us as we waited to set off and they played lighter music to lift the 

spirits a little including It’s a Long Way to Tipperary and Colonel Bogey!  

When we finally moved off we were led by a marching band of Scouts. We walked 

through Trafalgar Square which was very strange as there was no traffic, just a great 

number of spectators along the route. We walked down Whitehall and past the Cenotaph 

where people could hand their wreaths to the Scouts who laid them neatly down along 

the ground. After that we continued on to Westminster Bridge and the Houses of 

Parliament (decorated with scaffolding and sheeting as major works are under way). We 

were then shepherded back along Green Park so that we could make our way home. It 

was quite a challenging day but I am very glad to have been a part of it in memory of 

my uncle Fred who died from the effects of Mustard Gas poisoning and whom I had 

never met. I am so glad my father was too young to have been called up. We will always 

remember all of those who were lost.  

Emma Cavendish 



The First World War 
The Remembrance Services held recently to mark the end of the First World War served to 

commemorate the lives sacrificed in service. They also educate future generations as to what 

really happened and why. We also come to a better understanding of the dreadful effects such a 

war has on everyone involved. 

We asked in the last News and Views for any items associated with our local area and this war.. 

 

Walter John Berryman was born in 1892 at Holford. When war broke out Walter signed up with the 

799th Horse Transport Company as a driver. He died on the 16 October 1918 and is remembered 

with honour at the Mikra British Cemetery, Kalamaria. 

 

Frank Creech was born at Moorhouse Farm, Holford. He served in the war as a private in the 8th 

Battalion of the Somerset Light Infantry. He was killed on 24th January 1918, aged 33. He is 

remembered with honour at the Mazingarbe Communal Cemetery Extension. 
 

John Burnaford Davey served as a lieutenant in the Royal Field Artillery. He died most possibly of 

war wounds on 2nd March 1919 and is buried and remembered with honour in St Mary's 

Churchyard, Holford. 

 

Ernest Giles was the youngest son of Sarah Ann Giles, who ran the Plough Hotel, Holford 

according to the 1911 census. During the war Ernest served as a Private in the 28th Battalion of 

the Canadian Infantry. He died on the 19th April 1916 aged 27 years. He is remembered with 

honour at Voormezeele Enclosure No 3. 
 

Gladys Mantle who lived in Holford, and we have mentioned before as one of the first animal 

rights activists  in Somerset, became a voluntary nurse during the war at a hospital for wounded 

soldiers in Bedford. 

 

John Richard English, a resident of Holford, became the pilot of a Sopworth Camel during the war. 

 

 

Now Remembered      John Irish Lloyd       30th April 1890 – 22nd October 1917  
Not honoured in our local churches is Holford-born John Irish Lloyd who died in France of his 

wounds on 22 Oct 1917 while serving with the 8th Battalion Royal Fusiliers. The 8th Battalion had 

been involved in sorties and raids around Monchy-Le-Preux in the weeks leading up to the Cam-

brai offensive and John died in a field hospital having been fatally wounded in one of the skir-

mishes.  

His father Alfred Lloyd, son of a wealthy property developer in London, had bought Moorhouse 

Farm about1884 and married Alice Skinner in 1886 daughter of James Skinner who farmed 229 

acres at Kilve.  

Their sons, Edwin (1888), John (1890) and Alfred (1892) were all christened at St Nicholas Kilton, 

but daughter Dorothy (1891) came to Holford for her introduction to the church community.  

Alfred, probably through ill health, sold up and took the family to Worthing on the south coast 

where he died early in 1908. Soon after his death John secured a position with an estate agent in 

Harrow-on-the-Hill, but there seems to be no further record of his employment as war drew near.  

Conscripted in 1916 John served in the 8th Battalion Royal Fusiliers in France until his death and 

was one of so many who lost their lives. He is buried with 522 others in the British War Grave at 

Monchy-Le-Preux. May Holford now remember another of its sons in this centenary year. 

 

 
 

 



Notes from Holford Parish Council Meeting  
12th November 2018 

 
Present. Cllrs. Hayes (Chairman) CH,  
Cllrs Salvidge (DS), Prince (EP), Weed (GW), Ayre (TA), Young (MY). Clerk. H. Stanley. 
SSC Cllr H. Davies. 
Apologies. Cllr Cavendish due to attending Armistice Parade. WS Cllrs. Goss and Morgan 
 
Have your say. 
David Talling (Holford Resident commented “why no response to his letter? Why was Combe 
House Hotel chosen for PC Meetings over Kilve Village Hall? Why Cllr Weed did not declare 
an interest when temporary meeting location was discussed and why the lack of Parish 
Representation at a number of recent external meetings with no apologies given?” 
 
In response to Mr Talling’s comments, The Chairman, said that Combe House Hotel was 
chosen as the preferred location for HPC meetings in order to keep the meetings in the 
village. SALC were contacted for advice on the matter and in particular the point regarding the 
dispensing of alcohol and the appropriate criteria were met. It was a mistake that Cllr Weed 
failed to make a Declaration of Interest as the Proprietor of Combe House Hotel. Cllr Weed 
made a declaration. The Chairman also stated that in the future HPC will try to improve 
attendance at external meetings. 
 
REPORTS from HPC Chairman, SSC Cllr and WSC Cllrs and PCSO are available on the 
Holford Parish Council Website. 
 
Village Walkabout – date at next meeting.  
 
Hunt Incident 8th October in the village- Police involved and email from villagers present will 
be available at next HPC Meeting. 
 
EC in abstentia raised the issue of the Road Signage matter from a previous meeting 
following a formal written complaint and a verbal comment to EOC from a resident. EOC will 
follow up to see what the current situation is.  
 
The matter of the Memorial Trees was discussed with regard to lack of action by The National 
Trust who have confirmed that the delay is due to Natural England not yet confirming their 
agreement. 
 
The Chairman thanked everyone for their efforts and having taken note of the points raised 
during the meeting and time constraints felt that he was unable to fully commit to the position 
of Councillor and Chairman of HPC and accordingly tendered his resignation from both 
positions. All present thanked him for his contribution.  

 
MEETING HELD ON 20TH NOVEMBER 2018. ST MARY’S CHURCH HOLFORD. 

MEETING CONVENED TO ELECT A CHAIRMAN OF HOLFORD PARISH COUNCIL. 
 

Present. Cllrs Salvidge, Cavendish, Prince and Young and the Clerk 
Cllr Salvidge (Vice-Chair) took the Chair. 
 
DS – Not interested in the Chairman position due to past experience with some members of 
the public nitpicking and what felt like bullying.  
EP – Not interested in the position. MY – Not interested in the position.   
 
EC – Interested in the position of Chairman with the rest of the Parish Council’s support.  
All councillors present in favour, EC duly elected. Meeting closed at 19:47 
 
The official minutes of all Parish Council meetings are on the Parish Council Website 
There is now a vacancy for a Parish Councillor – please see the Parish Council website 
for information on how to apply and the necessary criteria.  



 

  

CONUNDRUM 
 What’s On? – Dates for your Diary 

Holford and District Village Hall  
is closed for refurbishment 

 
The last edition's photo was nice 

and easy and there were 3 who 

managed to spot it as the end of 

the notice board in the Bowling  

Green car park. They were Sue 

Edwards, Mike Pearce and Jenny 

Swash. Well done to all. This pic' 

is once again in the village but 

not quite so obvious from this 

direction. With the days getting 

shorter and hopefully a bit drier  

we should take the opportunity to 

get out and have a wander before 

winter bites in earnest. If you 

spot it give me a call on 741130 

for a mention in the next edition. 

Mike Richardson 
 

 

Oil delivery 
Time to stock up again? 

For those wishing to make use of 
the community oil delivery 

scheme—orders will need to be 
placed by Monday: 

for deliveries in the following 
weeks usually Wednesday 

 
Please put these dates on 

your calendar 
Mon Dec 10th for delivery the 

following week & Wed Jan 2nd for 

Friday delivery, Mondays 

Jan 21st and Feb 18th 

Contact : 
David Young  on 741249 
davidyoung1934@talktalk.net 

 

 Holford Village website      www.HolfordVillage.com 

Booking Officer for Kilve Village Hall Frances Mayor  

T : 741268 (weekdays after 2pm) 

Events in the Plough will be advertised around the 
village 
November 2018 

Fri  30th  Holford Art and Craft Group 

Christmas Fair Preview evening 
Kilve Village Hall – all welcome 

6.00 – 8.00pm 
 

December 2018 

Sat  1st   Coffee Morning in Holford 

Church 
Holford Art and Craft Group 

Christmas Fair Kilve Village Hall 
Handel’s ‘Messiah’ St Mary’s 
Church, Bridgwater 

10.00 – 12.00  
 
10.00 – 4pm 
 
     
    7.30pm 

Wed 5th  Coffee Morning in aid of 

Stringston Church at the Castle 
of Comfort 
Kilve Film Night ‘ The greatest 
showman’  

 
10.00 – 12.00  

 
   7.30pm 

Mon  10th  Christmas Post Collection                Begins 

Sun 16th  Christmas Post Collection                Ends 

Tue 18th  Gardeners’ Group Christmas 
Social, Kilve Village Hall 

    7.45pm 

Sat 22nd   Carol Singing Holford Church 

Children’s Christmas Party 

Kilve Village Hall £7 tickets    
from D Salvidge or Emma Sands 

4.00pm 
4.00 – 6.00pm 

 

 

Mon 24th  Crib Service Holford Church     3.00pm 

Tue 25th  Communion Service Holford 

Church 

    9.30am 

January 2019 

Mon 14th  Parish Council Meeting 
Combe House Hotel 

7.30pm 

Tue 15th  Gardeners’ Group, Kilve V. Hall 
‘Maths’ Pam Campbell 

7.45pm 

Weekly regulars  

Mon Short Mat Bowls – Kilve Village Hall     7.00pm 

 Tai Chi Kilve Village Hall 11.00 – 12.00 

Tues Karate -Stogursey Church Rooms 6.30 pm (1hr) 

Wed Exercise Class, Kilve Village Hall      2.30pm 

Fri Art Group         resumes Jan 4th  
Craft Group      resumes Jan 4th 
Relocated to Kilve Village Hall 

10.00 – 1 pm 
1.00 – 4pm 

Recycling collections every Friday  
Collections a day later after Bank Holidays 

Refuse collections : Dec 7th and 21st, Jan 5th and 18th and 
Feb 1st and 15th. 

Lottery Winners 
October      1st Prize   Mike& Nicky Harris 
Runners up -  Debbie Salvidge    Gareth & Catherine Weed 
November  1st Prize   Sue & Ken Wicks  
Runners up –  Andrew Date        Christine & Andrew Mew 

 

We hope you have enjoyed this edition 
If anyone has any articles, ideas, news, snippets etc please 

do let us have them before the deadline Jan 5th 2019 

Please send them to Wendy Grandfield, The White Cottage 

(741233 or wendy@grandfield.eu) 
Please see editorial for format information 

mailto:davidyoung1934@talktalk.net
mailto:wendy@grandfield.eu
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