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Editorial  
It’s finished. We have a magnificent new Holford and District Village Hall. A building to be proud of, 

practical design, efficient and economical heating and lighting, and magnificent views from larger 

windows.  

It has been a complex and difficult journey and our thanks must go to the HDV Committee for their 

dogged persistence and “never say die “ attitude. Well done! 

 

A BUSY HALL 

Since its reopening the hall has held many classes and events, with the largest number of people 

attending a wedding reception, a fantastic Blue Dimpsey gig, and a !Rubbish! Afternoon.  

 

Bookings are looking healthy with family parties, birthday celebrations, an Antiques Roadshow, Quiz, 

Art and Craft Show, Flower Show, and iPad Art all in the diary.  The hall also has professional music 

and theatre performances booked. There will of course be the usual popular regular bookings for IT, 

Gardeners’ Group, History Society, Karate, Table Tennis and Art and Craft.  

 

At some time in September Coffee and Play will start on Thursday mornings and Mature Movers on 

Wednesday afternoons. It is hoped that a class for the more energetic will start on a Monday 

evening. There are also plans in the pipeline to open the Green Reading Room as a small library 

where you can drop in, get a book/magazine or video and have a cuppa and perhaps a game of 

cards or dominoes!   

 

Please find more information on how to book the hall on the new website www.Holfordvillagehall.org  

OR phone the Bookings’ Secretary on 01278 741694.   

WHAT OTHER ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS WOULD YOU LIKE IN YOUR HALL? 

Please let the Committee know. Suggestions should be sent to marketing@holfordvillagehall.org 

 

The Holford Village website run by Dave Talling -  www.holfordvillage.com  will also have details of 

forthcoming events as will Holfordvillagehall’s Facebook page.  

 

 

Have your say : The children’s playground on Portway Lane has been vandalised for the third 

time and the Housing Association is reluctant to renew it yet again so it is now locked. The Parish 

Council is considering the best way forward with this and would appreciate your views before a 

decision is made. Do you think we should persist with this or find an alternative use for the area? 

Please send your comments by email to the clerk@holford-pc.gov.uk, councillors@holford-pc.gov.uk   

or contact any of your councillors via the contact information on the notice boards.  

 

This issue we have a new format for reporting the work of the Parish Council to make it more ‘reader 

friendly’.  Sincere thanks to the amazing work of Jenny Swash in bravely soldiering on in taking 

the minutes of the meetings for many years, not all of which have been entertaining we are sure. 

The Parish Council is extremely grateful for her past efforts. Thank you! 
 

 

 

 
  

 

This edition of Holford News and Views has been kindly sponsored by 

Holford and District Village Hall Committee 
A full colour version is available on the Holford Village website 

www.HolfordVillage.com – Thank you to David Talling 

http://www.holfordvillagehall.org/
mailto:marketing@holfordvillagehall.org
http://www.holfordvillage.com/
mailto:clerk@holford-pc.gov.uk
mailto:councillors@holford-pc.gov.uk


Holford History Society 

Stewart Tavner, Chairman. 

 

Report :     
On Wednesday the 26th  June the HHS reconvened for the 

first time since last year. It was a pleasure to gather in 

our lovely refurbished village hall. The chairman Stewart 

Tavner welcomed everyone and outlined the programme 

for the rest of the year This includes the Garden Party on 

Saturday the 28th of July at Mares Pool, The Antique 

Road Show on Tuesday the 3rd September in the village hall and a talk on Andrew 

Crosse in October. Keep an eye on the notice boards for latest information. 

 

Our speakers on the 26th were Ian Enters and Terence Sackett who on a previous 

occasion gave the Society a guided tour of Nether Stowey.  This time their presentation 

centred on the life of local philanthropist and entrepreneur Thomas Poole. The speakers 

presented a fascinating talk illustrated with many excellent slides.  

Born in 1766 in Nether Stowey Thomas made a considerable fortune out of the family 

tannery business. But he was a republican and Christian who believed in " Usefulness" 

and in helping his fellow man… and woman.  He created a Sunday School, a primary 

school, a library and a reading group,  improved provision for the poor, an apprentice 

system and an anti slavery group, a bank for women and as much local employment as 

he was able. He was also a radical republican who met Napoleon in 1802 on a trip to 

France. He met corresponded with and socialised with Wordsworth, Coleridge, Thomas 

Paine, Humphrey Davey, Charles Lamb and many others. He had some fiery discussions 

with the local gentry and clergy! He died in 1837 and is buried in the church of the 

village he helped to put on the map, "the patron of obscure merit."  

We thank Ian and Terry for another very instructive evening.  

 

Please try to come along to the Antique Roadshow in September. Last year's show was 

really good fun. The Garden Party is for members only 

 

Members £2 and non-members £3.   Free refreshments.  Membership is excellent value 

at £5 (great members Christmas supper and Summer Garden Party!).  Please contact 

Membership Secretary, Penny Aldridge, for more information.  
 
 

Holford Church News 
 
Cream Teas at Mark and Marilyn's (Glen Close on the A39) 

Sat 27th July 2.30 -5.30pm. 

Also we are hoping to hold a Jumble Sale and the Harvest Supper in the Autumn. 
Sue 
 
 

Notices  
Nether Stowey Library has been saved by a team of trained volunteers. Opening 

hours Mon, Wed, Fri 10am-5pm and Sat 10am -12noon. 

 

Early warning! The salt bags for de-icing public roads in the area will be stored 

temporarily at the new Village Hall. Please arrange to collect a bag before the possible 

bad weather arrives if you feel that it would be appropriate to have one nearer to where 

you live. This is the last delivery of free salt bags from the council so be quick if you 

want one! Only 10 available. 
 



Reports  
May’s plant auction was a great success and although it was a rush to get 
set up in Kilve Village Hall we were ready before kick-off! Robbie Rutt 
performed his usual excellent auctioneering skills keeping proceedings 
moving swiftly along. As a ‘thank you’ a donation was sent to St Mary’s 
Church, Kilve. Also thanks to everyone for donating plants and bidding for 
them. As always it was a very entertaining evening.  
 
June’s meeting saw the Group back in Holford & District Village Hall and 
what a difference to the old place – it was great to be back home! Hilary 

Little was our speaker on ‘Italian Gardens and Villas of Lazio’. In the 16th and 17th centuries some 
fabulous gardens were created at villas of important dignitaries around Rome showing off their wealth 
and power, with the lavish use of water features in a dry land.  
 
Hilary had visited 5 such gardens – Villa Lante, the Sacred Wood at Bomarzo, Castello Ruspoli, 
Palazzo Farnese and Villa d’Este – providing a lovely photographic presentation along with some 
interesting information. The gardens are characterized by box, myrtle and bay parterres, limestone 
and marble sculptures and fountains often on a massive scale. Greek and Roman gods and spirits, 
especially water gods were favourite subjects. 
 
The gardens, to us seemed to lack colour as they contain few flowers, but a 20th century garden at 
Ninfa combining classical design with flowers has been described as ‘the most romantic in Europe’ 
and it certainly was lovely.    
      
Holford Gardeners Group’s membership is certainly growing as 4 new members from Dodington, Kilve 
and Stogursey joined in May and June. 
 

HOLFORD GARDENERS GROUP 

Back at Holford & District Village Hall 
 

No Meeting in August 

 
Tuesday, September 17th 7.30pm 

 

‘From Seed to Fork  

How plants evolved and  

how humans adapted them’ 

   Greg Morter 
 
 

Members £1, non-members £3.50 

(01278 741130) 

  
Holford Gardeners Group 

 HOLFORD FLOWER SHOW   
     SATURDAY, 3rd AUGUST 2pm-4.30pm 

    Holford & District Village Hall 

 
Tombola, Plant & Produce Stall 

  Admission: Adults 50p Children free 

Cream Teas at Glen Close  

(Conservatory & marquee if wet) 
 

Deadline for entry forms/fees  

Wed 31st July 6.30-8.00pm at Hall 

Exhibits to Hall 9.00-10.30am  

 

Any queries to Gae (741130) 

holfordgardeners@talktalk.net  
    

 

mailto:holfordgardeners@talktalk.net


THE REFURBISHED HOLFORD AND DISTRICT VILLAGE HALL OPENS AT LAST! 
Not once, not twice, but THREE times! 
 

FUNDERS’ EVENT 
Philip Brimson, who served on the Village Hall 
Committee for over 45 years, did us the honour of 
cutting the ribbon at the Funders’ Opening Event. 
This was held to formally thank representatives 
from our Funders: The Big Lottery, EDF, Viridor 
Credits, Garfield Weston and Trusthouse.  
 
We were also able to thank all those who had 
contributed to and supported the refurbishment 
project over the last few years. 
A delicious and much appreciated Afternoon Tea 
was produced by The Church Ladies Catering 
Company.  

 
 
Then a surprise! Flashmob!  The Rivertones, an 
acappella chorus from Taunton, mixed with the 
guests in the hall then burst into a rendition of 
‘Catch a Falling Star’.  They then gathered on the 
stage and entertained us with some wonderful 
harmonies. The Rivertones return to the hall on 26th 
October to do a proper concert.  
 
QUOTES: 
“Although I was sceptical about this refurbishment, I am amazed at how wonderful the hall is now” 
“I could spend an afternoon in this room just looking at the wonderful views of the hills” 
“Best village hall toilets in Somerset” 
“So light, bright and airy” 
“I’m looking forward to coming to the Hall in the winter and feeling warm.  
No more hot heads and cold feet”  
“I would never have imagined the Hall could be so transformed” “it’s very grand!” 
 

 CELEBRATION COFFEE AND CAKE 
Esme Salvidge, another long-term  
ex-committee member, had the honour of 
cutting the ribbon to start the celebration 
at the monthly Coffee & Cake event. 
Those who have supported this monthly 
event have raised a great deal of money for 
the hall.   
Barista Mark poured the coffee in his own 
inimitable style and Marilyn and friends 
provided delicious cake.  
It was good to see our librarians Brian and 
Therese back on duty. 
 

 
 



FAMILY FUN AFTERNOON 
This time the ribbon was cut by some of the younger inhabitants of our village. Hopefully our ‘Fit for 
the Future’ hall will provide a place for them to meet  
and enjoy for many years to come.  
 
Invitations had been sent out to everyone to come 
along and enjoy a fun afternoon with free 
barbecue,games,facepaintingand entertainment.   
Lively music made a great party mood. 
 
There were duck games on the terrace – the most 
popular being shooting ducks off their perches with a 
water pistol.  
 
Several children added their prints to the ‘community tree’ artwork and included their names on the 
tree trunk.  

  
Face painting by Angel Art had the us queuing 
up for gorgeous delicate designs – butterflies, 
flowers and sparkles much in evidence – and 
even the adults had a go. 
 

Making paper aeroplanes to launch across the hall 
was another popular activity.  
 

 
 

 
But the highlight of the afternoon came when, 
with the music turned up loud, a giant bunny 
rabbit bounded into the hall and invited everyone 
to join in a conga dance.  (Only one small child 
looked terrified and had to be reassured.).  All this 
activity and play was hard and thirsty work, so the 
burgers, hot dogs, cakes and soft drinks were very 
welcome and enthusiastically consumed. 
 

A big THANK YOU to everyone 

who helped to make all our 
opening ceremonies such a 

success. A great team effort! 
 

 



 

 

 
 

  
Holford Reading Group 

Do you enjoy reading and discovering new 

authors, then why not come and join our 

reading group? 

 

We meet once a month 

from September to 

March in members’ 

homes. 
 

Each month’s book is 

borrowed from Williton 

Library, so costs are minimal. Meetings are 

very informal, book discussion and lots of 

chat as well! 

If anyone fancies joining us, please contact 
Sue Edwards on 741183 

Happy Feet    2019        Thanks everyone for your company and friendship 

There are some hidden gems throughout our surprisingly extensive and beautiful country. The 

touring party, led by the indefatigable Mo Plomgren, visited seven such places between 16th and 

20th June. From the relatively small gardens of Chesham Bois house and East Ruston Old Vicarage 

to the grand vistas of Sandringham and Cliveden there were visual treats for everyone, 

punctuated by liberal quantities of tea and cake. 

Hindringham Hall was our Wednesday morning venue. It boasted one of only a handful of 

complete moats in Norfolk, a Victorian nut walk, various well - tended gardens all guarded by a 

small flock of black sheep and a pair of black swans. The latter hoping that one day they will be 

able to protect their cygnets from local otters. 

Each morning we ‘rubbed shoulders’ with business people staying at the ‘Holiday Inn’ Norwich 

(next door to the football ground for those interested in the Canaries).  A comfortable hotel which 

met most of our needs for such a strenuous week…of coach travel and walking. It was good to 

observe and feel part of the world of work for a few days… even better to know that we were able 

to step out of it into green and tranquil gardens. 

One or two members of the group were tempted by the colourful animals on the Carousel at 

Bressingham Gardens but dignity prevailed and a ride on the garden railway was deemed the 

better option. Away from the trains and jaunty carnival music we meandered around the many 

well -tended beds full of colour and interest. 

For spectacular colour and perfume Peter Beale’s Nursery was an unmissable treat. Our expert 

guide showed us how ‘easy’ it is to propagate new varieties with a few simple tools and patience. 

All the gardens, whether vast or just large were immaculate. Well-tended, colourful and very 

interesting. An unrivalled range of trees and plants to suit all tastes. The boot and back seat of 

the coach reflected this diversity as we made our way home along motorways, planning which bits 

of our gardens would be lucky enough to receive our well-travelled greenery. Chris Mew. 

 
Thanks to Chris (Mew) for contributing her article to this edition of the HNV. It’s always a 

‘pleasure to see the pleasure’ on other faces when we’ve visited somewhere that’s been of special 

interest and ‘beauty’… & despite a couple of hiccups, it was yet another enjoyable ‘cake and 

garden tour’…do have a look at the Holford village website https://www.holfordvillage.com/ (on 

the clubs page) for photos taken at the venues we visited.  Mo (Plomgren) 

 

https://www.holfordvillage.com/


Parish Council Report – July 2019 – What’s been happening?? 

 

Six of the seven councillors have now had training in the role of the Parish Council and its 

councillors. There is now an updated NALC Code of Conduct (2018) which has now been adopted. 

It was suggested that all councils should have a long term plan for the four years going forward 

following the elections and Parishioners should be asked for their views on what should be the 

priorities for the future. This is something the council plans to do. 

 

Councillors Talling and Cavendish were present at the Watchet, Williton and Quantock Area 

Panel meeting in June. A representative of the new Somerset West and Taunton Council was 

there to update on the new council. A number of issues were raised from the floor regarding the 

inability to get through to anyone by phone and the new website has a number of problems with 

links. We were told that the council has allowed  more people to take redundancy than they 

anticipated so that there are now 40 unfilled posts at the Council which is making it extremely 

difficult to cover all the necessary services. It was confirmed that from 2020 there will be a roll 

out of the new refuse collections to three weekly. The recycling will be weekly and more 

materials will be recycled. It was confirmed that special arrangements for refuse collections will 

be put in place for those with particular health issues. The village agent Izzy Silvester talked 

about her work and introduced the Good Neighbours scheme.  

 

Councillor Plomgren has attended various Hinkley EDF meetings. The minutes of these are 

available on the EDF website. There is a public consultation about the storing of nuclear waste 

from other power stations at Hinkley. This ends on July 26th. Links to these Papers can be found 

on the Parish Council website, please send in your comments. Councillor Campbell on behalf of 

the Council has sent our objections to the planning application. Councillor Campbell will take 

on the role of AONB and JAC representative in due course but elections for vacant seats have not 

been pursued since the elections in May. The ongoing repairs needed for the dog pound have 

been completed and Councillor Coplestone is investigating the historic title deeds. The Clerk 

has been in contact with Wildlife Woodlands about access. 

The potholes near the car park have been filled although this is likely to be a recurring issue. The 

gorse at Kilton corner has been reported to the Highways department at SWT again. Permissions 

need to be obtained if the PC is to take on this.  

The issue of road signage in the village has reached an impasse as there are objections from 

some residents. It is currently on hold.  No objections were put forward on a local planning 

application. The Chairman has spoken to The Conservation Officer at the new council and he is 

now in contact with the owners of Alfoxton Park and will make a site visit to investigate reports 

of the listed building not being maintained in good order.  

Councillor Hugh Davies of SWT reported that there is a planning application for a garage at 

the Tropicana site. Recent school inspections in Minehead were poor. A new library vehicle has 

been purchased for the area.  

 

Going forward – what next?? 

The Parish Council is considering the introduction of road signs about children and animals to 

slow down traffic through the village. Councillor Young is looking into the costs.  

New bollards are to be put in place around the Bowling Green as there are a number that are 

rotten. A decision will be made about the children’s playground at Portway Lane following public 

consultation. Councillor Talling will look into the planning permission granted to see if the 

Housing Association is required to maintain it in good order. 

Councillor Cavendish is looking into the CIL grants available for infrastructure projects. 

 

WELL, THAT’S IT… NOW YOU KNOW SOME OF WHAT WE DO, WE HOPE THIS HELPS 😊  

Official minutes of the meeting on July 8th are on the PC website www.Holford-pc.gov.uk  

Please let a councillor know if you don’t have access and would like a paper copy. Phone 

numbers are on the Parish Council notice board but hopefully you already know at least one of 

us!  Parishioners are welcome at all the Parish Council meetings.          Emma Cavendish                                                                                                  

 

http://www.holford-pc.gov.uk/


 
 

 

CONUNDRUM 
 What’s On? – Dates for your Diary 

Events in  

Holford and District Village Hall  
Unless otherwise stated   

Bookings : Emily Hecksher T : 741694 
or on line at www.HolfordVillageHall.org 

It was very small but 3 of you 

managed to find it. ‘It’ being the 

wooden peg not fully driven 

home on the right hand side of 

the lych gate at the church. I 

wonder how many of you have 

walked straight passed it? Those 

who found it were Sue Edwards, 

Brian Gay and Mike Pearce, no 

Jean this time! 

 
 

The pic’ in this edition is certainly 

a lot bigger so you should see it 

easily. If you spot it give me a 

call on 741130 for a mention in 

the next edition. 

 

Mike Richardson 
 

 

Oil delivery 
Time to stock up again? 

 
For those wishing to make use of 

the community oil delivery 
scheme—orders will need to be 

placed by Monday: 
for deliveries in the following 

weeks usually Wednesday 
 

Please put these dates on 
your calendar 

 
July 29th and Sept 2nd 

 

Contact : 
David Young  on 741249 
davidyoung1934@talktalk.net 

  

 

 

Events in The Plough Inn will be advertised 
around the village 

July 2019 

Sat  27th Cream Teas at Mark and 
Marilyn’s in aid of Holford 
Church 

2.30 – 5.30pm 

  History Society Members Garden Party 

Mon 29th Music for wellbeing 2.00 – 3.30pm 

August  2019 

Fri 2nd No Art or Craft  

Sat 3rd HOLFORD FLOWER SHOW  

September 2019 

Tue 3rd Antiques Road Show 7.00pm 

Sat  7th Coffee Morning 10.00 - noon 

Mon  9th Parish Council meeting 7.00pm 

Tue 17th Holford Gardeners’ Group 
‘From seed to fork’ 

7.30pm 

Weekly regulars  

Mon Tai Chi, Kilve Village Hall 11.00 – 12.00 

 Short Mat Bowls – Kilve Village Hall     7.00pm 

Tues Karate – Stogursey Church Rooms 6.30 pm (1hr) 

Thur Table Tennis 7.00pm 

Fri Art Group          
Craft Group  

10.00 – 1 pm 
1.00 – 4pm 

Note  Computer Club resumes in the 

Autumn. 

 

Recycling collections every Friday 
Collections a day later after Bank Holidays 

Refuse collections : July 19th,August 2nd, 16th, 31st  

Sept 13th and 27th 
Collections a day later after Bank Holidays 

 

Lottery Winners May-July 2019 

May      1st  Alan Harris    

Runners-up  Alina & Graeme McKinley   Leslie Hoose 

 

June     1st Sue Ayshford     

Runners-up   Sarah Nason    Simon & Helena Ayre 

 

July       1st  Pauline Tilsley   

Runners-up    Jenny Swash      Christine & Andrew Mew 

 

 

 

We hope you have enjoyed this edition 
If anyone has any articles, ideas, news, snippets etc  

please do let us have them  

before the deadline Sat Sept 14th 2019 

Please send them to Wendy Grandfield, The White Cottage 

(741233 or wendy@grandfield.eu) 

Please don’t send pdf files – they are designed so 

that they CAN’T be edited! 
 

mailto:davidyoung1934@talktalk.net
mailto:wendy@grandfield.eu
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