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Editorial  Sometimes it is easy to produce an editorial….not this time. There is a price 

to pay for rehoming a 6 months old puppy. Readers of HNV will have to forgive me if this 
turns out to be below the standard usually expected. 

 
There have been interesting events during the summer, including a renewed planning 
application for the Silk Mills site. Recent changes to planning laws may influence the 

decisions made. 
 

The Triratna Buddhist Community at Alfoxton hosted a tea party on 1st August , then on 
12th September a recital of The Rime of the Ancient Mariner, both in order to promote 
links with the local community – see our special report on pages 8 and 9. 

 
Michael and Jocelyn Beaton moved from the house they built many years ago and are 

now comfortably ensconced in Linden House, Wellington. 
 

Due to the ongoing ‘Lockdown’ situation many events, activities and clubs have not been 
able to restart. There was a moment a few weeks ago when the art group was able meet, 
it looked as though other groups would also be able to begin, then the R number went  

up. Some activities will be able to start again because Alan and his team have worked 
hard to make the Hall as Covid secure as possible. Follow the rules and everyone will be 

safe. We will find it hard to go back to the old ways when the ‘All clear’ is sounded.   
Many thanks to Alan and the hall committee for all the hard work they have done to make 
it possible for the hall to be in use again. 

 
Expect to see ‘yellow jacketed’ * locals gathered near the village hall on the A39 soon. 

Several of us have volunteered to be part of the Community Speedwatch programme. 
Many residents will agree that vehicles speeding through the village are to be 
discouraged. The Parish Council is looking into the possibility of a speed reduction on the 

road towards the combes. 
  

Today the sun is shining, its early autumn our trees are loaded with fruit, time to start 
thinking of preserving and freezing before the north winds travel south.  
I hope you are all well and find things of interest in this edition.  

 
While there are still risks from Covid-19 the newsletter will continue to be digital only. 

Our thanks to David Talling for putting this and previous  

editions on the Holford Village website 

If you know of anyone without access to the internet please let us know and we will arrange for a 

paper copy to be dropped off to them should they want one!  

 
Can you please send ALL submissions to Chris Mew initially so that she can collate  
and edit your contributions before sending on to Emma Cavendish for publishing. Contact 

information is on the diary page. Please don’t send pdf files or text and images 
directly from your phone they can’t be edited. 

 *Holford’s very own Gilets Jaunes in action!!! 
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NEWS FROM YOUR VILLAGE HALL 

 

Covid 19    We started the long slow exit from lockdown in July when a few of the 
village hall activities re-started on a “Covid 19 secure” basis.  

 
This meant we had very carefully evaluated the risks and followed the guidance 
provided by Government and ACRE (Association for Communities in Rural England). 

We installed hand sanitisers, a one-way system, 2 metre social distancing and a 
number of other safety procedures which must be followed by all users. This 

includes the wearing of face coverings (unless exercising or eating/drinking). 
 
Initially up to 17 people were allowed in the main hall. The Monday computer club 

and Friday’s art and craft groups came back.  The new Kundalini Yoga session on a 
Thursday started. Bands started rehearsals.   

 
In August we decided to move to the next permitted level and allow up to 30 
people to attend with family ‘bubbles’ of up to 2 per table - still socially distanced.  

The first Coffee Morning for some months was held on September 5th using a 
restricted number of people to test the system. It went well. Many thanks to 

Marilyn and Mark for their efforts. 
 

Then in early September we heard about the “Rule of 6”.  Guidance, when it 
arrived, eventually confirmed “COVID19 secure community halls can continue to 
host more than six people as long as nobody visits or socialises in a group greater 

than six when attending an activity”.  However… it has been decided to keep the 
maximum ‘social group’ allowed in the Hall to 2 to help prevent spreading the virus. 

The maximum capacity is still 30 people, socially distanced.  By the time you read 
this, things may have changed yet again!  For the latest situation please go to the 
website -  www.holfordvillagehall.org 

 
Clean-up day 22nd August    Thank you to all who volunteered with hedge and 

grass cutting, weeding, planting, painting, sweeping, dusting, lubricating, adjusting, 
window cleaning.  All very much appreciated!  
 

New Trustees needed   The Hall is financially sound, and we would welcome 
people joining the committee to help get the hall back up to speed.  We want to 

make it a vibrant and exciting place post Covid.  Please get in touch with Alan 
Falkingham for a chat on 741711.  
 

AGM    This year’s AGM in planned for Nov 18th . It will be held on Zoom.  
Further information on this in the Village Hall Annual Report published as 

an appendix at the end of this newsletter. 

http://www.holfordvillagehall.org/


Watch our 2 minute video to understand just how 
easyfundraising works. Make sure you always remember 
to click through to the retailer from the easyfundraising 
website or App so we can add your donation to  
your account.

1. GET STARTED

Over 4,100 retailers and sites will donate to your school when you use easyfundraising to 
shop with them – at no extra cost to you. This means you can raise FREE donations no 
matter what you’re buying. Whether that’s groceries, toiletries, clothes and accessories, 
electricals, days out, furniture, takeaways, or anything else! You can also raise BIGGER 
donations for your school when you take out insurance or energy policies, book holidays 
and make business purchases.

2. SHOP WITH OVER 4,100 RETAILERS

The Donation Reminder and easyfundraising App help you remember to use 
easyfundraising so the school you support never misses out on a donation when you shop 
online – whether that’s on your laptop or mobile.

3. NEVER MISS A DONATION

How to raise on our website: 
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/video/raising-with-the-website

How to raise using our app:  
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/video/raising-with-the-app

Get started
6 steps to easyfundraising success

Simple to install and easy to use 

Highlights 4,100 shops and sites 
where donations are available

Activate your donation with the 
retailer when the alert pops-up

Never miss a donation when you shop 
on your mobile

Easily find your favourite online shops 
& raise donations

Keep track of how much you and your 
school have raised

Donation Reminder easyfundraising App

Raise donations 
when you compare 
car insurance, home 

insurance and energy 
and take out new 

policies.

Raise donations when 
you book holidays, 
exchange money, 

book airport parking 
and buy other holiday 

essentials.

You can raise 
donations when you 
buy stationery, office 
supplies, train tickets, 

hotel rooms and 
much more.

Switch & Raise

Raise over £100

Travel & Holidays

Raise over £50

Business Purchases

Raise over £20

One of our friendly fundraising coaches will show you the 
best way to make easyfundraising work for your good 
cause, with tailored tips, tools and a guided tour. It takes 
around 15 minutes and can be arranged to suit you.

Book now - https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/coaching/booking/

5. BOOK YOUR FREE PERSONALISED COACHING CALL

When you join easyfundraising, we will send you a weekly 
email to help you raise as many donations for your cause  
as possible. Keep an eye out for these each Tuesday  
and Thursday.

You can also follow easyfundraising on Facebook 
@easyfundraising.org.uk, Twitter @easyUK and YouTube 
for regular updates.

6. KEEP UP TO DATE

It’s important to regularly remind your supporters to use 
easyfundraising as people can forget! You can visit the 
promote my cause section of our website each week and 
share your ready-made messages with your supporters.

Get tools - http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/raisemore

4. NEW THINGS TO SAY
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Some local news :  

There has been a request from a Producer to film a movie in and 

around Holford. The Parish Council has explained that the producer 

will have to make application to the National Trust, Natural England 

and individual landowners. (She makes horror movies!!) A chance 

to be an ‘extra’ maybe? Zombies are in high demand... 

Time to move on!     Changes at the Plough 
We are sorry to say goodbye to Chris 

Hayes who has been a most welcoming 

and cheery Landlord at the Plough. Chris 

will be waving goodbye some time in 

October. He will be greatly missed.  

 

We also must not forget that his 

contribution as Chairman of the Holford 

Parish Council was considerable and 

much appreciated. We all wish him the 

very best of Good Luck!  

We are delighted to say that our new 

hosts will be local couple Mikki and 

Donna with a date to be announced in 

due course for them taking over. 

 

Silk Mills Planning Application 

I am sure most of you are aware that an appeal has been launched with the 

Secretary of State to contest the refusal of planning consent to develop the Silk 

Mills site as a residential property. For many local people this is a much 

treasured village asset and they would greatly regret seeing it turned into just 

another housing development with the subsequent loss of its unique character 

and beauty.  

 

The applicant has been granted leave to appeal and a full, detailed appeal 

document has been drawn up and this is available to view on the SWaT planning 

portal. One of the key points that the applicant raises is that most of the local 

people did not raise any objections therefore it is only a minority who object to 

the development. It is important to let your views be heard, whether you are for 

or against the proposal, by the deadline of October 13th 2020. 

 

You can access all the information at  

https://www.somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk/planning/find-a-planning-

application/ Click on West Somerset. The reference number is  3/16/18/003. 

 

Moorhouse Farm The application for an extension of the two year, temporary 

permission to have twelve month caravan parking for Hinkley Point workers on 

site at Moorhouse Farm has been refused. The document detailing the reasons 

for refusal is also available on the SWaT planning portal. The reference number 

is 3/16/20/004 

https://www.somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk/planning/find-a-planning-application/
https://www.somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk/planning/find-a-planning-application/


 
WHY MEN ARE SELDOM DEPRESSED 

Men Are Just Happier People  

What do you expect from such simple creatures?  

Your last name stays put.  

Wedding plans take care of themselves.  

Chocolate is just another snack.  

The garage is all yours.  

You can be President.  

                       You can never be pregnant.  

You can wear a white T-shirt to a water park.  

You can wear NO shirt to a water park.  

Car mechanics tell you the truth.  

The world is your urinal.  

You never have to drive to another petrol station toilet because this one is just too icky.  

You don't have to stop and think of which way to turn a nut on a bolt.  

Same work, more pay.  

Wrinkles add character.  

Wedding dress £3000. Tuxedo rental £100.  

People never stare at your chest when you're talking to them.  

New shoes don't cut, blister, or mangle your feet.   

One mood all the  time.    

Phone conversations are over in 30 seconds flat.  

You know stuff about tanks.  

A five-day vacation requires only one suitcase.  

You can open all your own  jars.  

You get extra credit for the slightest act of thoughtfulness.  

If someone forgets to invite you, He or she can still be your friend.    

Your underwear is  £5.00 for a three-pack.  

Three pairs of shoes are more than enough.  

You almost never have strap problems in public.  

You are unable to see wrinkles in your clothes.  

Everything on your face stays its original colour.  

The same hairstyle lasts for years, maybe decades.  

You only have to shave your face and neck.    

You can play with toys all your life.  

One wallet and one pair of shoes - one colour for all seasons.  

You can wear shorts no matter how your legs look..  

You can 'do' your nails with a pocket knife.  

You have freedom of choice concerning growing a moustache.    

No wonder men are happier.   

   

   Men Are Just Happier People 
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Letting Nature Help 

Changing the way we think about nature 

“We cannot tackle the climate crisis without similar ambition to 

meet the nature crisis head on – the two are inseparable. The 

climate crisis is driving nature’s decline while the loss of wildlife and 

habitats leaves us ill-equipped to reduce our emissions and adapt to 

change.” Craig Bennett, CEO, The Wildlife Trusts 

Our nature reserves and green spaces provide vital homes for 

wildlife, but they're so much more than that.  They're the life 

support function for our lives, our communities and our local 

businesses. Natural habitats in good health reduce the risk of flooding, help prevent coastal erosion, 

improve people’s health and ensure thriving ecosystems which provide the pollinators, soils, food 

and water which sustain us.  Restoring nature at scale also happens to be one of our best hopes 

for storing carbon to mitigate against the effects of the global climate crisis.  

Sadly, however, the UK is one of the most nature depleted countries in the world. The 2019 State of 
Nature report found that 41% of UK species have declined since 1970, and we have lost 97% of our 
meadows since WW2, 80% of our chalk grasslands, and more than half our ancient woodlands. And 
with them went all the carbon that they were keeping locked up. 
 
The Wildlife Trusts estimate that putting nature into recovery on land and sea across the UK could 
result in nature absorbing around a third of the country’s current carbon emissions. We still need to 
do everything we can to cut emissions from buildings, power stations, industry and transport, but 
there’s been a blind spot in the climate debate for years about the role nature can play in helping us 
out. Enter nature-based solutions… 
 
What are nature-based solutions? 
 
The International Union for Conservation of Nature defines nature-based solutions as “actions to 

protect, sustainably manage, and restore natural or modified ecosystems that address societal 

challenges effectively and adaptively, simultaneously providing human well-being and biodiversity 

benefits”. 

Put simply, nature-based solutions means recognising that nature can help with some of the 

problems we face today: climate change, air pollution, flooding and poor soil quality. If you’ve ever 

heard a politician talking about investing in technology to absorb carbon dioxide from the 

atmosphere and shouted “it’s called a tree”; you’re talking about a nature-based solution. 

Somerset Wildlife Trust, along with other Wildlife Trusts and environmental organisations, is well 

placed to use our skills and experience to restore nature and deliver nature-based solutions. In fact, 

this approach aligns neatly with our existing work to protect wildlife and habitats across the county 

to address catastrophic biodiversity and bio abundance decline. With our long history and unique 

knowledge of the county we are well placed to support and advise other organisations to achieve 

greater impacts together. 

https://www.somersetwildlife.org/get-involved    

 

https://www.somersetwildlife.org/get-involved


          As it‘s a faint possibility there’s another lockdown looming here’s some more silly (and probably annoying)  

          riddles to help fill your day. Apologies for them in advance!        Mike Richardson 

 

1. You measure my life in hours and I serve you by expiring. I’m quick when I’m thin and slow 

when I’m fat. The wind is my enemy.  

 

2. I have cities, but no houses. I have mountains, but no trees. I have water, but no fish.  

           What am I?  

 

3. What is seen in the middle of March and April that can’t be seen at the beginning or end of 

either month? 

 

4. You see a boat filled with people. It has not sunk, but when you look again you don’t see a 

single person on the boat. Why? 

 

5. What word in the English language does the following: the first two letters signify a male, the 

first three letters signify a female, the first four letters signify a great, while the entire word 

signifies a great woman. What is the word?  

 

6. A girl has as many brothers as sisters, but each brother has only half as many brothers as 

sisters. How many brothers and sisters are there in the family?  

 

7. This belongs to you, but everyone else uses it.  

 

8. Which word in the dictionary is always spelled incorrectly? 

 

9. How can you physically stand behind your father while he is standing behind you? 

 

10. A doctor and a bus driver are both in love with the same woman, an attractive girl named 

Sarah. The bus driver had to go on a long bus trip that would last a week. Before he left, he 

gave Sarah seven apples. Why? 

 

11. If your uncle's sister is not your aunt, what relation is she to you? 

 

12. A Queen has twins by Caesarean section so it's impossible to tell who was born first.  Now the 
twins are adults and ready to rule. One is intensely stupid, while the other is highly intelligent, 
well loved and charismatic. Yet the unintelligent one is chosen as the next ruler. Why? 

 



 

ALFOXTON PARK TRUST 
 
Alfoxton House and Park have been rescued! We’ve watched in despair as this 

historic Grade II listed building deteriorated, abandoned and derelict for years. 

Now the house and 51 acres of grounds have been bought for the Triratna 

Buddhist Order (formerly Friends of the Western Buddhist Order). It will become 

a residential retreat centre for studying and practising Buddhism and meditation, 

and an arts venue. 

 

Structural repairs and minor alterations need to be carried out to make the 

buildings safe and suitable for use before residential retreats can be held.  

Classes in meditation and Buddhism will also be offered. 

 

The core team at Alfoxton are Jayaraja (Chairman and trustee), Indrabodhi 

(Project Manager) and Lokabandhu (trustee), all ordained members of the 

Triratna Order. Their mission is stated as caretaking the land and “respecting 

and preserving Alfoxton’s long history, breathing life back into the buildings”. So 

consideration for the historical importance of the house will be paramount, 

particularly as William and Dorothy Wordsworth stayed there from 1797-98 

during the time of their friendship with Samuel Taylor Coleridge when he lived in 

Nether Stowey.  

 

The Community held a tea party in the garden for the village on Saturday 1st  

August, respecting social distancing of course. Resident Chef Alanna had 

prepared a spread of delicious and unusual vegan snacks. The oak panelled 

Library (where Coleridge first recited his Rime of the Ancient Mariner) and the 

main hall (now the Shrine Room) were open to view. It was a generous welcome 

and introduction to Alfoxton’s new owners which was greatly appreciated by the 

guests. Friendship and community are at the heart of Triratna practice.  

 

Allana’s vegan snacks A treat for visitors to Alfoxton 
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Poetry Recital  
“And now there came both mist and 

snow 

And it grew wondrous cold: 

And ice, mast-high, came floating by, 

As green as emerald”. 

  

Lines from ‘the Rime of the Ancient 

Mariner’, not the weather conditions 

at Alfoxton Park on Saturday 12th 

September! Luckily, it was a bright, 

balmy evening and the audience were 

able to sit outdoors in front of the 

house, enraptured by Singhamanas’ 

dramatic performance of Samuel 

Taylor Coleridge’s famous poem. His 

recital was faultless and compelling – 

evoking a sense of danger and the 

supernatural. The story’s underlying 

theme of the violation of nature and 

its awful consequences are 

particularly relevant today.  The fact 

that Coleridge had recited it for the first time in Alfoxton House, during William 

and Dorothy Wordsworth’s stay there in 1797-98, added a poignant touch. 

  

Jayaraja, Chair of the Alfoxton Park Trust, opened the recital as the 

Community’s first cultural event, and promised more to follow in future. 

Delightful fiddle music and Chef Alanna’s tasty snacks contributed to a 

memorable, enriching and entertaining occasion. 

  

The Community had taken all covid-secure precautions, there was plenty of 

space for social-distancing, and we were thankful that the weather allowed us to 

stay outside.  We are grateful too, to the Alfoxton Community for their 

generosity and hard work in organising this event. 

 

For more information about the Triratna Order and their plans for Alfoxton or to 

support with a donation email  alfoxton.park@gmail.com 

or visit 

www.sites.google.com/view/alfoxtonpark    

(includes some interesting history of the house) 

www.thebuddhistcentre.com 

Helen Falconar 

 

mailto:alfoxton.park@gmail.com
http://www.sites.google.com/view/alfoxtonpark
http://www.thebuddhistcentre.com/
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Report : 
 

National Garden Scheme gardens are an ideal place to meet 

up with family and friends – you are outside and everyone 
has to book a timed ticket so social distancing is easy. Many 

gardens will allow dogs to enjoy them also – on leads of 
course. Teas and luscious cakes may or not be available due 

to Covid 19. 
 

Mike and I (with Hebe) met up with Suzy and Graham Browning (with Fizz) and Jill 
and Chris Stapleton at a garden near Wellington on a cool Sunday afternoon in 

August. Fernhill encompasses nearly 2 

acres with wonderful views across the 
valley toward the Blackdown Hills and the 

Wellington monument. It has an interesting 
history and originally was an ammunition 

dump in the Second World War.  
 

In the 1950’s a vet was treating an escaped 
animal and as he liked the plot so much he 

bought it from the farmer in lieu of his £60 
fee. The haha wall cost more than the 

building of the bungalow that is still in situ.  
 

Apparently the vet would dig up saplings from roadsides to plant in the garden – 
after 50-60 years many had to meet the shredder! 

 

The garden had become very overgrown when Peter Bowler bought Fernhill 25 
years ago and at the age of 86 he still manages it without any help. (Sadly his wife 

died 2 years ago). 
Peter has a sit-on mower to cut the drive 

area and a little robotic mower for the 
lawned areas around the bungalow, growing 

everything from seed. There were paths, 
some almost hidden wrapping round beds of 

lovely hydrangeas, roses, dahlias and 
herbaceous perennials as well as a water 

garden and a wild boggy area. 
 

A snippet for the chaps – Peter is also 
President of the BSA Front Wheel Drive Club 

having hosted rallies at Fernhill. Visitors had 

come in their lovely old car – no good if you have dogs! 
The photos show the view and Hebe with Fizz inspecting the local sheep.   

      
The Suffolk Punch found a good home, but the cast iron roller also wants 

to leave!       It is FREE. Please ring 741130.                    Gae 
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Answers to the Brain Teasers: 

1. A candle 

2. A map 

3. R 

4. They’re all married 

5. Heroine 

6. 4 sisters and 3 brothers 

7. Your name 

8. Incorrectly 

9. You are standing back to back 

10. An apple a day keeps the doctor away 

11. Mother 

12. He’s male   (note from the Publisher : That no longer counts under British Law!) 

Notice  
Due to the resignation of a councillor a casual vacancy has risen on the Holford 
Parish Council. Details on how to apply can be found on the ‘Notices’ section of 

the Parish Council website www.holford-pc.gov.uk if you would like more 
information contact one of the current councillors or the clerk. 

 

Holford Parish Councillors  
Emma Cavendish (Chair) 741 435 

Stephen Campbell     741 329 
Angela Drummond  741 648 

 

Erl Plomgren   741 152 
David Talling   741 116 

Mo Young   741 249 
Clerk : Hema Stanley 07818 015956 

 
Feel free to contact any of the councillors if you have issues to raise.  

The official Parish Council meeting minutes are available on the website. If you 
do not have access to the internet you can request a paper copy from the clerk 

or any councillor www.holford-pc.gov.uk 

 

 

HOLFORD GARDENERS GROUP 
The Group had arranged a September meeting (its first  

since February) but suddenly restrictions were back in  
place so it was cancelled.   

Should any meetings go ahead in October and  
November members will be notified by email.  

 
Also please check our section under ‘Clubs’ on  

                       https://www.holfordvillage.com  
                              or ring 01278 741173 

 

 

 
    

http://www.holford-pc.gov.uk/
http://www.holford-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.holfordvillage.com/
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Chairman’s report – Parish Council meeting September 14th 2020 

 

Alfoxton House is now up and running and volunteers are on site carrying out repairs 

to the building. The Planning Department of SWaT has a comprehensive list of remedial 

work that must be carried out in order to comply with listed building regulations and is 

monitoring the situation. The Parish Council is delighted that community events are 

taking place in the grounds and wish them well. Unfortunately as of September 14th  

new restrictions are in place regarding Covid-19 isolation rules. 

 

Some activities have restarted at the Village Hall and details can be found on their 

website https://holfordvillagehall.org/  The local distribution of grocery deliveries from 

the village hall has now ended. Local stores are still happy to deliver to our area if 

needed. 

 

Transport : EDF are no longer picking up workers from Moorhouse Farm to safeguard 

local people. Workers will have to drive to Quantock Lakes or Cannington to pick up the 

service which unfortunately will mean more cars on the main road. The situation is being 

monitored by the traffic officer at Hinkley C. Thanks to Councillor Plomgren for bringing 

this issue to his attention. 

 

The annual verge cut has taken place at Kilton corner to improve visibility for drivers 

turning at the junction. 

 

Community bus service 

The bus service will resume when the sneeze screens have been fitted to protect the 

drivers, these then have to be approved by the relevant government agency and there is 

a waiting list for approval. Passengers will not be allowed to travel unless wearing face 

masks. 

 

Since the restrictions on foreign travel began to have major effects there has been an 

increase in visitors to the region and parking and turning in the narrow roads in some 

areas has become an issue. This will be discussed during this meeting to see if anything 

can be done to ameliorate the situation. 

 

The Parish Council’s discussion regarding the Local Government Reorganisation plans 

is ongoing. At a meeting of SALC it was stated that the reorganisation will go ahead even 

if there is local opposition because the current financial position of the councils is 

‘unsustainable’. There is considerable disagreement between councils as to the best 

model to pursue. Local Parish Councils will be consulted but it seems unlikely that they 

will have much influence given that the decision to amalgamate has already been taken. 

 

Planning :  

• There is a new planning appeal against the refusal by SWT to allow development 

of the Silk Mills site. Representations regarding the appeal will need to be sent 

before the deadline of October 13th. (see update note below) 

• The Strawberry Field planning application appeal has been rejected by the 

Secretary of State and enforcement action for the removal of the building is 

expected.  

• Falcon Housing confirmed their intention to put in a planning application in 

October to change the consent for the playground at Portway so that it can be 

made accessible to families again. 

https://holfordvillagehall.org/
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Other Business 

There has been a request from a Producer to film a movie in and around Holford. The 

Parish Council has responded and explained that the producer will have to make 

application to the National Trust, Natural England and individual landowners.  

 

Charging was reintroduced in Somerset West and Taunton owned car parks on Monday 

31st  August. The Council introduced free parking at the start of the coronavirus 

lockdown and extended the offer as part of its wider plan to support the re-opening of 

High Streets and help rejuvenate the local economy. 

The issue of night time light pollution from the works at Hinkley C has been raised by a 

local resident and the response from EDF was that it was necessary for workers’ safety. 

This suggests that they will not be addressing the complaint. 

 

Due to the resignation of a councillor a casual vacancy has risen on the Holford Parish 

Council. Details on how to apply can be found on the ‘Notices’ section of the Parish 

Council website www.holford-pc.gov.uk  

 

                                            ********************* 

Latest updates 

Councillor Stephen Campbell is to be the new local representative on the Quantock Hills 

Joint Advisory Committee. There has been no local representative for some years now so 

we are delighted with this new opportunity to participate in decisions regarding the 

future of the Quantocks. 

 

Part of the Silk Mills planning appeal states that most local people had not objected to 

the development so if you want your views to be heard (both in favour or against the 

development) then submit your opinion on the SWaT planning portal.  

https://www.somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk/planning/find-a-planning-

application/  Click on West Somerset. The reference number is  3/16/18/003. 

 

The Parish Councillors voted against installing any traffic signage in the village as they 

felt it should either be for the Highways Authority to install or for affected residents to 

erect signage on their own property to discourage obstructive parking and turning. The 

councillors felt that the cost of this should not be paid from the Parish Precept as it is 

only affecting a small number of residents. 

 

The Parish Council will look into requesting a reduction to the speed limit in the village to 

20 mph as it is becoming increasingly busy and a hazard to walkers, horses and children 

including those on field trips. 

 

There may be a possibility to get funding to install an electric car charging point in the 

village. 

 

Full minutes of the meeting are available at www.holford-pc.gov.uk Please feel free to 

email the clerk clerk@holford-pc.gov.uk with any issues you would like the Parish Council 

to investigate. Alternatively telephone any of the councillors – the phone numbers are on 

the Parish Council website and on P11 of this newsletter. 

 

Please consider joining the Parish Council - it can be challenging but 

it’s also very rewarding!                                            Emma Cavendish  

 

http://www.holford-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk/planning/find-a-planning-application/
https://www.somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk/planning/find-a-planning-application/
http://www.holford-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@holford-pc.gov.uk


 
 

 

BRAIN TEASERS   
What’s On? – Dates for your Diary        

Some events are restarting please see the 
Village Hall page for details 

Holford and District Village Hall  
Bookings : Emily Hecksher T : 741694 
or on line at www.HolfordVillageHall.org 

 

 

See inside for  
the latest riddles on 

Page 7 
 

? 
 

(Answers on Page 11) 
Thanks to Mike Richardson 

 

 

Oil delivery 
Time to stock up again? 

For those wishing to make use  
of the community oil  

delivery scheme. 
Orders will need to be placed by 

Monday for deliveries in the 
following week, usually on 

Wednesday 
 

Please put these dates on 
your calendar 
Oct 5th and 26th 

Nov 16th, Dec 7th and 21st  
January 4th  

 

Contact : 
David Young  on 741249 

davidyoung1934@talktalk.net 
  

  Lottery Winners 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 

Winners :  

Gae and Mike Richardson 

Runners Up : 

Kate and Dave Court 

Terry and Tif Hayes 

 

🍺The Plough Inn is NOW OPEN! 🥂 

 

As you can imagine, due to the latest 
government updates on gatherings during 

Coronavirus epidemic many events  
have been cancelled. 

Hopefully things will get back to normal  
sooner rather than later  

👨👨👦👦     

 
Weekly regulars VARIOUS EVENTS RUNNING 

PLEASE SEE THE VILLAGE HALL PAGE 2 OR  

VISIT THEIR WEBSITE web address above 

Mon Computer Club 10.00 – 12.00 

 Short Mat Bowls – Kilve Village Hall   7.00pm 

 Aerobics, Pilates and Stretch 6.30pm 

Tues Karate – (ex 3rd Tues in month) 6.30 pm (1hr) 

Wed Music and Movement 2.30pm (1hr) 

Thu Coffee and Play 
Table Tennis 

9.30 – 11.30 
7.00pm 

Fri Art Group          

Craft Group  

10.00 – 1 pm 
1.00 – 4pm 

Recycling collections every Friday 
Collections a day later after Bank Holidays 

Refuse collections : Every two weeks.  
Collections a day later after Bank Holidays.  
Most recycling centres are open but limiting 

acceptance of items and limiting the number 
of vehicles and there is no assistance. 

Please check before travelling to  the site. 
New refuse and recycling systems are to be 

brought on line from September - to be confirmed 

We hope you have enjoyed this edition 

If anyone has any articles, ideas, news, snippets etc 

please do let us have them  

before the deadline Nov 7th  

Please send items for the next issue  to  

Christine Mew, Ramblers  

T: 741437      c.mews@outlook.com 

Publication date Nov 30th  

Please don’t send pdf files or images and text 

directly from your phone– these are very  

difficult to edit. 

In future these files will be returned to sender! 

mailto:davidyoung1934@talktalk.net
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=image+of+gift+parcel&id=9C5772A330A39D9C3826C5F61CD524CA21C64481&FORM=IQFRBA


Holford & District Village Hall AGM 

The Village Hall is a registered charity and is required to have an Annual General Meeting. In normal times this 

would be a meeting open to all residents of Holford, Dodington and Stringston – the three villages that make 

up the “district” in the Hall name.  

The recently-announced 6-person Covid-19 restriction on social gatherings means that the booked 18th 

November date probably will not be able to happen at the Hall in the usual way. Details will be confirmed on 

village notice boards and website nearer the time, but it is likely that the AGM will have to be a Zoom meeting. 

If you would like to attend this Zoom meeting, please inform Hall Chairman Alan Falkingham by email on 

chair@holfordvillagehall.org and he will send you the joining details in advance of the meeting. 

The AGM will comprise three main areas, with questions: 

- A report of the activities of the Hall and Trustees for the year to 31st March 2020:– the first 10 months 

after the Hall refurbishment and extension 

- Presentation of the accounts for the year to 31st March. A summary version of the accounts is given 

below for information. Any questions can be sent to Louise Russ on treasurer@holfordvillagehall.org. 

The full version of the accounts will be professionally audited and submitted to the Charities 

Commission. 

- Election of the Trustees for the year from November 2020. There are a small number of vacancies for 

Trustees from the community. Being a trustee should be a less onerous task now that the Hall 

extension and refurbishment has been completed, and this is an opportunity to support a key part of 

the local community. There will be a need to re-launch the Hall for bookings when current Covid 

restrictions are eased – and help will be needed with this. Please send nominations to Mike Harris 

secretary@holfordvillagehall.org 

Summary Income & Expenditure Accounts – unrestricted funds for the year shown ending: 

ALL values in £   31/3/2020  31/3/2019 Note 

Income         (1) 

Hall Hire   4056   1558  (2) 

Events    3398   1056  (2) 

Lottery     530    490   

Donations    169     75 

Bank Interest     19     13   

Total Income   8172   3192 

 

Expenditure 

HDVH contrib to refurb costs 2921      0  (3) 

Electricity   1879   1051   

Water/waste    366    358 

Fire protection    345      0 

Licences    539    200  (2) 

mailto:chair@holfordvillagehall.org
mailto:treasurer@holfordvillagehall.org
mailto:secretary@holfordvillagehall.org


Insurances    711    146  (4) 

Repairs/Maintenance   377     85   

Cleaning   1430    354  (2) 

WiFi     297    259  

Sundries     68     50 

Total Expenditure  8933   2503   

Net Income (Deficit)   (761)    689 

Notes: 

(1) The unrestricted funds represent the normal ongoing income and expenditure of the Hall. 

(2) These income and cost categories are impacted by the fact that the Hall was closed for part of both 

financial years due to the refurbishment project. (1 Aug 18 to 30 Jun 19) 

(3) This amount represents the one-off contribution to the refurbishment project that came from normal 

income and expenditure of the hall 

(4) Buildings insurance during the refurbishment project was paid by the builders  

 

Hall Refurbishment Project 

All values in £     Spend in each year ended 31st March: 

   Overall total  2020  2019  2018 

Build costs  442421   176771  265650     0 

Irrecoverable VAT 101970   43568  56198  2204 

Equipment   15020   15020     0     0 

Professional Fees  47558     5156  13587  28815 

Legal fees    8128     30   8098     0 

Other costs    7362      0    859   6503 

Totals   622459   240545  344392  37522 

Paid for by: 

National Lottery Community Fund  290514 

Hinkley Point C CIM Fund   154976 

Viridor Credits      90000 (net of Holford PC contribution) 

Trust House     50000 

Garfield Weston    15000 

Holford Hall fundraising    11969 

Holford Parish Council    10000 

Total      622459 

Note: The funds provided for the refurbishment of the Hall were all restricted for that purpose and not 

available for general use. 
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